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Challenge Mountain Welcomes
New Board Members and
Honors Outgoing Leaders

BOYNE CITY — Chal-
lenge Mountain is excited
to announce the expansion
of its Board of Directors
with the addition of four
new members who will
serve three-year terms. At
the same time, the orga-
nization celebrates the
incredible contributions of
two outgoing board mem-
bers whose leadership and
dedication have profoundly
impacted its mission of
enriching lives through
adaptive recreation.

Welcoming Four New
Board Members

For 2025, Challenge
Mountain is proud to
welcome David Coen,
Devin Wise, Bentley Laser
11, and Mike Eberhart to
the Board of Directors.
These dynamic individuals
bring fresh energy, inno-
vative ideas, and a shared
commitment to teamwork
as they advance the orga-
nization’s mission. Their
professional expertise
spans business, leadership,
finance and special educa-
tion, and their recreational
passions include skiing,
snowboarding, skydiving,
hiking, mountain biking
and golfing.

¢ David Coen, Charlevoix
“I’m not doing this for
me,” says David Coen,
a longtime Challenge
Mountain volunteer who
measures progress in the
smiles of participants. He
is excited to expand his
role and help the board
fulfill its goals, both long
and short-term.

New Challenge Mountain Board of Directors members,
from left to right: New 2025 Challenge Mountain
Board Members from left to right: Mike Eberhart, Devin
Wise, David Coen. (Bentley Laser not pictured.)

* Devin Wise, Boyne City

Devin Wise knows
firsthand the satisfaction
that comes from helping
her students live their best
lives. Her daily professional
experiences and her advo-
cacy for adaptive activities
strengthen and support the
mission of the Board of
Directors.

* Bentley Laser 11,
Petoskey

Bentley Laser “love[s]
that Challenge Mountain is
actively finding ways...” to
lower the financial barriers
for adaptive sports, and his
professional ties should
help the board achieve that
goal.

e Mike Eberhart,
Walloon Lake

Mike Eberhart is “pas-
sionate” about fitness, and

that energy, coupled with
his professional skillset, are
sure to help the board as it
moves forward.

Board members serve
three-year terms with a
maximum of two terms, on
a rotational basis, ensuring
a mix of seasoned leaders
and fresh perspectives.

“We have an unbeliev-
able talent pool on our
board of directors,” says
Board President Karen
Mann.

“We look forward to
working together to further
the Challenge Mountain
mission. Their interest in
serving their communities
and their dedication as
volunteers help us fulfill
our goals now and into the
future.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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BOYNE CITY. CHARLEVOIX. EAST JORDAN. ELLSWORTH AND SURROUNDING AREAS

@8 BOYNE CITY — Here's your chance to have your home
=8 tucked neatly in the trees and without the dues and
fees awaits! Hard to find a nicer property with this
=8 proximity to downtown Boyne! This great home was 3
* completely remodeled in 2018, and offers a 3 bed, 2
full bath layout on a full finished walkout basement

L nda
5/2‘ l?e,al Estate

Service

with almost 1800 sq. ft. of living space. The completely

fenced in yard offers a great play haven for younger

~ kids or pets. The Large deck sits privately tucked in a
=¥ canopy of trees, and the lower outdoor patio offers a
i haven from those rainy days /nights when you still

wish to be outside. $319,900

www.whylyndas.com

27 S. LAKE ST., BOYNE CITY
231-582-9555

FUN FACTS

HAPPY

DAY

Groundhog Day is upon us once again. Hopefully the critter
will not see his shadow and proclaim a short winter!

Groundhog Phil has
been active since 1886

The world’s most fa-
mous groundhog, Punx-
sutawney Phil, has been
providing predictions about
winter from his lare in
Punxsutawney, Pennsylva-
nia since 1886.

According to tradition,
if the groundhog comes out
of his hole on Feb. 2 after
a long winter nap and sees
his shadow, he will regard
this as an omen of bad
weather and return to his
hole. Six more weeks of
winter can be expected in
such a case.

If the groundhog comes
out and the day is cloudy
and he cannot see his
shadow, he will take this
as a sign of spring and
stay above the ground.
This means the winter
will not linger. (This is
where everyone in northern
Michigan starts chuckling
loudly!)

Chocolat Covered Strawberries

for Valentines Day!

T

Milk or Dark
Chocolat

74, AA Available In-store or for Pre-order

"A FAMILY TRADITION
$IIIC£;\198 g

208 W. MAIN,GAYLORD mMi 49735 - 1 WATER STREET BOYNE CITY, Ml 49712

I'T’S TAX SEASON!

Here are a few tips to fight tax identity theft:

File your tax return early, if you can.

directly from the Post Office.

« Use a secure internet connection if you file electronically, or mail your return

« If you receive a call from someone claiming to be from the IRS, do not give out
any of your personal information over the phone.
« The IRS DOES NOT initiate contact with taxpayers by email, text messages or
social media platforms to request personal or financial information.

Charlevoix
Al STATE BANK

Your Local Community Bank

111 State St., Charlevoix
231-547-4411
www.charlevoixstatebank.com

Member FDIC

566787
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It appears the Ground-
hog Day tradition in
the U.S. has its roots in
Germany, though the actual
reckoning of February 2
as a predictor of winter
weather can be traced back
to Scotland and England.

There was a longheld
tradition in England that if
the weather on “Candlemas
Day” was “fair and bright,”
winter weather would
remain. If the weather was
cloudy and rainy, though,
winter was on its way
out. On Candlemas Day,
clergymen would bless the
candles needed for the cold
season. If the candles hap-
pened to bring a sunny day,
that meant six more weeks
of winter. If the candles
brought clouds, though,
that indicated winter would
not last much longer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

SNOWFALL
2024-25 AMOUNT

1/27/2025 31.4  Alpena
1/27/2025 12.4  Atlanta
1/27/2025 53.3  Charlevoix
1/27/2025 33.8  Cheboygan
1/27/2025109.2  EastJordan
1/27/2025137.2  Gaylord -/, /
1/27/2025104.7  Kalkaska
1/27/2025 26.4  Mio
1/27/2025 95 Petoskey

2023 -24 AMOUNT

1/29/2024 34.9  Alpena
1/29/2024 129  Atlanta -
1/29/2024 42.8  Charlevoix
1/29/2024 M1 Cheboygan
1/29/2024 46 EastJordan
1/29/2024 60.4 - Gaylord

1/29/2024 58.2 — Kalkaska
1/29/2024 27.6 +' Mio
1/29/2024 60.5  Petoskey

112 E. SIXTH ST., GAYLORD, M1 49735 ¢ (989) 732-8160 ¢ OFFICERCHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COM
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David Gerard
Matthews, 69
May 5, 1955 - Jan. 25, 2025

It is with a deep sadness
that the family of David
Gerard Matthews announce
his passing on January 25,
2025.

David was born in Flint,
Michigan on May 5, 1955.
He was the son of Adrian
& Doris Matthews. David
was raised in Flint, Michi-
gan until his family moved
to Boyne City. He was a
graduate of Boyne City
High School. He enjoyed
hunting, ice fishing, water
skiing on Lake Charlevoix
and was the contest winner
of The Boyne City Mush-
room Festival one year.

His trades included car-
pentry and welding. Most
everyone that knew him,
knows that he never left
home without his dog.

He is survived by his
sister, Mary Anne Matthews
(Gerry Wasageshik), his
granddaughters Bailee Mc-
Dougall and Rylee McDou-
gall and grandson Maddox.
Twin great grandchildren
Malekai & Freya. His close
friends Craig and Stacy
Carrier. He is preceded
in death by his daughter,
Jamie Matthews (McDou-
gall), his parents and his
brother, Robert Matthews.
A Rosary Service will be
held on February 3, 2025 @
1:00pm.

Viewing from 12:00-
1:00pm at Stone Funeral
Home in Indian River.

Richard Marshall
Hodgson, 85
July 1,1939 -
January 25, 2025

CHARLEVOIX

Richard
Marshall
Hodgson of
Charlevoix
passed away

Richard was
born July 1, 1939 in Detroit
to Raymond J. and Eliza-
beth (Chisholm) Hodgson.
A full obituary with service
information will be posted
in the near future.

Arrangements are under
the care of the Charlev-
oix Chapel of Mortensen
Funeral Homes. Please
sign his online guestbook
at www.mortensenfuneral-
homes.com

Andrew Veenstra,
87
Nov. 18,1937 - Jan. 24, 2025
ELLSWORTH
Andrew
John Veens-
1| tra was born

¢| in his home
in Atwood,
November
18, 1937

to Jacob &
Engberdena

Jennifer Burr

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
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(VanderHeide) Veenstra.
He was welcomed to his
Heavenly home on January
24,2025 at 87 years old on
the same property as his
birthplace.

During his life, he grad-
uated from Ellsworth High
school in 1955 and worked
for several local farmers,
including his father and
brother’s farm. He was
drafted into the US Army as
a meteorologist in 1961 and
was honorably discharged
in 1963. During that time,
he proudly served for 18
months in Anchorage, Alas-
ka. There, he met his wife
Arlene who was serving
on a mission trip and they
married December 27, 1963
in Alamosa, Colorado and
were married for 61 years.

In addition to his spouse,
he is survived by his chil-
dren: Elton (Deb) Veenstra,
Alvin (Ellie) Veenstra,
Harvey (Nina) Veenstra,
Shanna (Bill) McCraney,
and Jennifer Freiberg
Veenstra. He was not only a
farmer, but a machinist for
several shops. He worked
for Honeywell where he
made guidance system
components for airplanes
and missiles. Andy insisted
on the window seat by the
wing on airplanes to watch
his handiwork in action.

He also worked for WillFlo
where he was involved in
the making of the “world’s
largest cherry pie pan”
located in Charlevoix. Andy
also made many house-
hold items out of the scrap
stainless steel including a
mailbox, clothesline, burn
barrel, coat hooks, snow
scoopers, and a wheelbar-
row to name a few. He also
served as Banks Township
Zoning Administrator for
11 years and was a member
of the Banks Township Fire
Department for 35 years
with his brother Jim and
Jake and his son Al

His kids knew not to
park behind Dad’s vehicle.
He and Al served together
on the Jansen/Richardson
American Legion Post 488
for 24 years together. Andy
was born and raised in the
Atwood CRC and served as
Elder & Deacon until the
church closed down where
he and Arlene then became
members of the Ellsworth
CRC. Andy served on
the Ebenezer Christian
School Board where he was
involved in the planning
and designing of the “All
Purpose” Building. He
volunteered at the Keryx
Prison Ministry in key lead-
ership roles for 15 years. In
retirement, Andy and Ar-
lene enjoyed traveling the
country with their camper.
Traveling by ship was a no
go, but they loved to watch
the freighters at Aunie Os-
born Campground in Sault
Ste. Marie. They would
also camp with friends
and family at the Northern
Michigan Antique Fly-
wheelers and the Buckley
Old Engine Show. When
they weren’t traveling or
camping, Andy enjoyed

REALTOR®
231-675-0157

OBITUARIES

hunting, proudly supporting
his grandchildren’s sporting
events (especially against
Central Lake), lawn care,
and repairing machines in
the garage and shed.

Andy is remembered by
his living siblings, Flora
Wynsma (Atwood), Jennie
VandeKieft (Grand Rapids),
sister-in-law Patsy Veenstra
(Lowell), Jacob Jr. (Jan)
Veenstra (Atwood). Also
surviving him are Bumpa’s
grandchildren, Caleb V,
Ben, Eddie, Emily (An-
drew), Nathan, Tommy,
Amanda (Sean), Beth, Jack,
Chloe, Caleb M, Makayla,
Keith, Keygan, Lilly, and
his unofficially adopted
granddaughters Grace and
Molly. He was preceded
in death by his parents
and siblings, Wilma (Dar)
Penfold, Gezina (Frank)
Meekhof, Rev. Paul (Kay)
Veenstra, Minnie (Corwin)
Sloothaak, Tom Wynsma,
Rev. Richard VandeKieft,
and Jim Veenstra.

The family thanks the
church family, the commu-
nity, and Advisacare for
the prayers, support, and
assistance in the last couple
years with special thanks to
his nurse, Tina. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to:
Ebenezer Christian School,
PO Box 158, Ellsworth,

MI 49729 (online https://
ebenezerchristian.org/finan-
cialgiving/), Banks Town-
ship Fireman’s Association
PO Box 241 Ellsworth, MI
49729, or Keryx Prison
Ministry PO Box 235 Cen-
tral Lake, MI 49622.

Visitation will take place
on Friday, January 31, from
4-7pm, at the Ellsworth
Christian Reformed Church.

A Funeral service will be
held on Saturday, February
1, at 11am. Visitation will
be held from 10am until the
time of the service.

The Service will be
livestreamed and can be
viewed via FaceBook or
YouTube by searching for
Ellsworth Christian Re-
formed Church.

Arrangements are in the
care of the Ellsworth Chap-
el of Mortensen Funeral
Homes. Please sign his
online guestbook at www.
mortensenfuneralhomes.
com.

Bonnie Voorhees, 88
Jan. 15,1937 - Jan. 22, 2025

CHARLEVOIX

Bonnie
Voorhees of
Charlevoix
"'y passed away
s on January
22,2025
~ at Boul-
i{ der Park

~ Terrace.
She was born on January
15, 1937, in Charlevoix,
the daughter of Clayton
and Dorothy (Beardsley)
Brown.

Bonnie had attended the
Bible Baptist Church in
Charlevoix for the past 11
years.

Arrangements are
currently pending and will
be announced in the near
future by the Charlevoix
Chapel of Mortensen
Funeral Homes. Online
guestbook www.mortensen-
funeralhomes.com.

Reinhard Matye, 72

(March 20, 1952 - Jan. 20,
2025)

CHARLEVOIX

-« Reinhard

< Matye of

; Charlevoix
= passed away
- on January
20, 2025.
Born on
March 20,
1952, in
Hof, Germany, Reinhard
immigrated to the United
States in the mid 1950s
with his parents, where he
built a fulfilling life sur-
rounded by family, friends,
and the community he
deeply cherished. In his ear-
ly life he met and married
Lilly Matye and had two
children, Andrea and Chris-
topher Matye. They moved
to Charlevoix in April of
1978 where Reinhard put
down lifelong roots and
raised his children. In 2015,
Reinhard celebrated a union
with Jill Matye and became
a stepfather to Brandon and
Chris Ritchie.

Reinhard founded DCL
in 1981 alongside partners
Werner Egger and Phil
Camilleri, driven by a
vision to elevate the Bulk
Handling Industry through
superior products and
services. At the heart of his
mission was the desire to
create a workplace where
people felt valued and their
talents could shine. Today,
his vision has flourished
into a company that em-
ploys over 135 people and
serves customers across
the globe. From Charlev-
oix and Traverse City to
Hyderabad, India, DCL’s
products are used in more
than 60 countries, a testa-
ment to his dedication and
foresight.

Reinhard’s passion for
leaving a lasting legacy
was unmistakable. He took
great joy in developing
new innovations, often
working closely with his
son, Chris, to push the
company forward. His
pride in DCL’s success
was evident, not only in its
growth but also in the lives
he impacted. Reinhard’s
leadership and kindness
will forever be remem-
bered by those who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Beyond his professional
achievements, Reinhard
had a zest for life that was
evident in everything he
did. He loved to travel and
had countless stories, often
outlandish and always en-
tertaining, about his adven-
tures around the world. His
stories captivated friends,
family, and even strang-
ers, making him a beloved
figure in his community.

it
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Reinhard also had a and went on to earn a

knack for turning everyday
moments into something
memorable. Whether it was
cruising around town on his
motorcycle and sidecar or
sitting at the outdoor bar he
designed for the Elks Club,
Reinhard’s presence was al-
ways felt. His warm person-
ality, quick wit, and love for
his community made him a
fixture in the lives of those
who knew him.

His hobbies were vast
including sailing, biking,
golf, painting, playing
music, smoking cigars,
and sneaking his grandkids
Twinkies when he was told
not to. Memories of his
guitar lessons and painting
sessions will be remem-
bered as fondly as the bike
rides, sunset boat trips
around Oyster Bay, and
Sunday dinners he lovingly
prepared.

He is survived by his
current wife, Jill Matye;
his children, Andrea
Matye (Peter) Scholten
and Christopher (Sarah)
Matye ; his stepchildren
Brandon Ritchie (Alexis
Chesney) and Chris (Bev-
erly) Ritchie; the mother of
his children Lilly Matye;
cherished “Opi” to Maya
Whitley (Alex Matter),

Kai Whitley, Julius Matye,
Henry Matye, and Carter
Ritchie; his brother Anton
(Diane) Matye Jr. ; his
nieces and nephews Anton
Matye III (Dr. Lindsey
Harden), Lauren Pardy, Jar-
ed (Kirsten) Imlay, Chris-
tian Matye (Olivia Jeakle).
Reinhard is preceded in
death by his parents, Gisella
and Anton Matye Sr., and
his sister Lisa Matye.

A funeral service and
celebration of life will be
held in Charlevoix as well
as a celebration of life in
Florida. Dates are yet to be
determined.

In licu of flowers,
memorial contributions can
be made to the Charlevoix
Area Humane Society, 614
Beardsley St, Boyne City,
MI 49712, or the Charlev-
oix Circle of Arts, 109
Clinton St, Charlevoix, MI
49720.

Arrangements are in
the care of the Charlev-
oix Chapel of Mortensen
Funeral Homes. Please
sign his online guestbook
at www.mortensenfuneral-
homes.com

Heather DuBey, 49
Oct. 17,1975 - Jan. 20, 2025

BOYNE CITY

Heather
Marie
DuBey

of Boyne
City passed
away on
January 20,
2025 as the
result of a

traffic accident.

Heather was born on
October 17, 1975 to Law-
rence and Cynthia DuBey.
She graduated from Lake
City High School in 1994

Bachelor degree from Sag-
inaw Valley State Universi-
ty in 2000.

Heather was a lifetime
member of the Girl Scouts
and was awarded their top
honor of a Gold Award in
1994. Some of her best
childhood moments were
spent in the girl scouting
organization at summer
camps and on wider oppor-
tunities where she made
lifelong friendships.

Heather had many
hobbies and enjoyed being
creative with photography,
wood carving, crocheting,
painting, and stained glass.
She enjoyed being out-
doors bird watching, snow-
shoeing, skiing, swimming,
camping, and boating of
all kinds. She was full of
energy and loved to travel
and meet new people. This
served her well in what
was likely her most proud
accomplishment. Over the
course of two years Heath-
er completed 50 half mar-
athon races, one in each of
the 50 United States.

Heather is survived by
her partner Kurt Martin;
her parents Lawrence and
Cynthia DuBey; her sisters
Amy Zellen (Mathew) and
Shannon DuBey (Jennifer);
her nieces Maddalynn,
Genevieve, and Margurite
Zellen; her nephew Grego-
ry Zellen; her uncle David
DuBey (Leheia); her aunts
Kimberlee Rolin (Marvin),
and Linda DuBey; and
her cousins David Rolin
(Jamie), Amanda Smith
(Frank), David R. DuBey,
and Larry R. DuBey.

She was preceded in death
by both her paternal grand-
parents, Reo and Virginia
DuBey and her Maternal
grandparents Lowell and
Shirlee Zentz.

A celebration of life will
be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2025 at the Lake
City United Methodist
Church, 301 John St, Lake
City, M1, at 11:00 AM. Vis-
itation will be at the church
beginning at 10:00 AM.
Luncheon to follow.

In lieu of flowers please
consider making a dona-
tion in Heather’s name to
support the Lake City Out-
door Education Program or
one of two organizations
specializing in equine ther-
apy for those with traumat-
ic brain injuries.

For more information
on how to donate, please
go to https://shannondubey.
com/heathermarie

Arrangements are in
the care of the Central
Lake Chapel of Mortensen
Funeral Homes.

Sign her online guest-
book at www.mortensenfu-
neralhomes.com

OBITUARIES
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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LEADERSHIP

Leaders Listen
Intentionally

BY JOHN KEYSER

In my work as a leader-
ship coach I have had con-
versations with more than a
thousand business women
and men, often asking about
what they particularly want
from their manager (hope-
fully whom they consider a
leader).

The most frequent
responses are that they want
their manager to listen to
them, to ask for their ideas
and to feel that their ideas
matter.

This means that we
as leaders must be “pres-
ent”, not with our eyes on
our smart phones and not
multi-tasking. We must
focus with purpose, to listen
to understand and learn.
What is the person saying,
not saying, and what is she/
he feeling and, hopefully,
why?

And this means to listen
with a quiet mind, to let our
thoughts flout out of our
heads, and not to be making
judgments, or to be thinking
about what we will say, or
to be anxiously waiting
our turn to talk.

No, we must be focused
on the other person, ideally
listening with comfortable
eye contact, offering affir-
mations so she/he knows
we care.

It is certainly not easy to
be a good listener. Most of
us are not, as we natural-
ly have problem solving
minds. Yet, highly effective
leaders are skilled listeners.

My hope is that we will
all try to make improving
our listening skills a top pri-
ority. It will mean so much
to our team members and
other colleagues.

John Keyser

Improved listening will
be achieved if we commit
to it, with a strong desire
to do so, and to practice it
each day.

Take even brief notes
after conversations. Perfect
practice makes perfect! And
what gets measured gets
improved!

My other suggestion, re-
ally urging, is to spend a lot
less time in meetings and be
out with our people, asking
about their work, and how
we might help, and for their
ideas.

Conversations are the
work of a leader! per the in-
sightful Susan Scott, author
of Fierce Conversations.

Two tips of from two
leaders I greatly admire:
Sue Mahanor of Berkely
Health Sciences always
comes around her desk and
sits alongside someone in
her office. Christine LaSala
of Willis, when asked how
she turned around an office
of some 1,200 people strug-
gling with low morale, an-
swered that she did it with
conversations, every day, a
great many conversations.

I absolutely promise
you, everyone needs to
feel appreciated and heard.
As leaders, our intentional
listening must be one of our
very top priorities.

LOCAL STUDENT NEWS

Jaeger Griswold of Cen-
tral Lake, Ml is attending
Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, TN he is a senior
in the College of Arts and
Science with a Dual Major

in Political Science and
Human & Organizational
Development, Jaeger has
made the Dean’s List for
the Fall 2024 semester with
a GPA of 3.6.

Uniforms, Medals, |

Patches, Documents, Etc§i

989 798-8709 » Email: mtmm1@yahoo. com
Visit our website: www.mtmm.us

we insure your car.
because accidents
happen.

Call Don Jess today for a “No Problem®” quote.

CHARLEVOIX AGENCY, INC.
Charlevoix © 231-547-4441

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME - CAR - BUSINESS

COMMUNITY LEADER

ANNIE JOY

A LIFE OF HELPING OTHERS

BY JOHN KEYSER

I had the pleasure of
sitting with Annie Joy to
discuss caring about com-
munity and all the people
in the community, and I do
mean all the people. She is
amazing — and a role model
for what is so special about
Small Town America and
Up North Michigan.

Her background. Annie
grew up In Charlevoix,
attended St. Mary School,
then our public school. As a
youngster, she was always
helping out, at the time par-
ticularly at St. Mary, where
her mom, Mindy worked,
and also was especially
influenced by Mary Plude,
Lil Left, and others, as well
as her mom.

Actually, Annie’s entire
family are great influencers.
Her grandma, aunts and
mom are all active vol-
unteers, helping in our com-
munity, be it Thanksgiving
dinners, youth groups,
church activities, and many
other ways to help out.

Annie is an administra-
tive assistant at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in East
Jordan, really assisting
with whatever is needed,
including their website and
helping teach faith forma-
tion. And she is hoping
to start youth and young
adult groups going forward
so they can socialize and
deepen their faith together.
Our community and our

ANNIE JOY

people are of utmost impor-
tance to Annie.

I was struck with An-
nie’s enthusiasm when she
spoke about how leaders of
the churches in East Jordan
get together monthly and
share what is going on in
their church, their needs,
how they could help people
in the East Jordan commu-
nity, and they pray for the
well-being of their church-
es, our community and our
people.

They realize that the
churches together are a lot
more effective than church-
es on their own. Amen to
that!

It is all about helping to
meet the needs of those in
our community and letting

our people know they are
cared for.

Annie is amazed by the
generosity of so many East
Jordan residents. They have
a passion for helping others,
e.g., meals, rides, bible
schools, children ministry
for those from the differ-
ent churches. It’s learning
about God and that they are
loved.

The Depot Teen Center,
of which Annie serves as
Secretary of the Board, was
started by all the churches.
They meet four days a week
during the school year. It
is a safe place for the teens
and they are given hot
meals (unfortunately many
do not get hot meals even in
their own homes).

Annie emphasizes that
we could not do all are
doing without the help of
the other churches!

Annie’s family exem-
plifies helping others in the
community. They go above
and beyond. Endlessly!

Be it cooking for large
groups for holidays, the
Helping Hearts in East
Jordan for those needing
cancer treatments, to winter
gear for students, to raising
money for extra-curricular
activities for our students.
These are just some exam-
ples.

I asked Annie about
messages she’d like to offer
us in the community. She
shared:

[} Smile

[ Always be kind

[ Speak with those around
us

[ Volunteer with our local
non-profits

[ Help our community feel
like a family

[J We can begin volunteer-
ing when we are young

[ Be open to new ideas and
challenges; often changes
are good

[ and that our giving back
heals in a great many ways

Our helping others im-
proves our community and
actually fulfills us ourselves
in ways we could not imag-
ine.

Thursday, Feb. 20 | 5:30pm |

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Dry Harbour Marine

CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD

Shane Cole

STANDING CITIZEN

OUTSTANDING CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Paul Silva
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EVENT SPONSORS:

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
Cody Crain

FEATURED SPEAKER
Brian Britton

Kilwins Chocolate Franchise, Inc

The Charlevoix Chamber is excited to

announce our 2024 Chamber Award recipients!
Thank you to these people and businesses who create a
thriving community that we all live, work, and play in.

Help us celebrate on Thursday, February 20 at 5:30pm at
Castle Farms featuring Brian Britton, CEO of
Kilwin’s Chocolate Franchise as our keynote speaker.

Interested in being an Award Sponsor?
Contact the Chamber at 231-547-2101 or
cole@charlevoix.org for more information!

oplarms Tickets can be purchased by calling the Chamber office at
231-547-2101 or visiting us online at Charlevoix.org

$45 /ticket includes heavy hor d’eouvers and cash bar.
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Castle Farms

NEW BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

Charlevoix Running Co.

TOURISM EXCELLENCE AWARD
Lavender Hill Farm
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NCMC Partners With Industrial Arts Institute,
Copesd To Expand CNC Training Opportunities

New partnerships ensure uninterrupted CNC training, expanded
opportunities during construction of the Martin Jahn Technology Center

PETOSKEY — North
Central Michigan College
(NCMCO) is collaborating
with the Industrial Arts In-
stitute (IAI) in Onaway and
the Cheboygan-Otsego-Pr-
esque Isle Educational
Service District (COPESD)
to expand training opportu-
nities in Computer Numeri-
cal Control (CNC) pro-
gramming. This partnership
supports the construction of
the new Martin Jahn Tech-
nology Center on NCMC’s
Petoskey campus.

Ongoing CNC Training
During Construction

On January 8, NCMC
relocated its CNC equip-
ment to IAI in Onaway,
ensuring uninterrupted
training in this critical field.
The move is part of Phase
I of NCMC’s $22 mil-
lion Career and Technical
Education Enhancement
(CATEE) initiative, which
includes demolishing
the current Technology
Building in February 2025
and constructing state-of-
the-art, 11,750-square-foot
Martin Jahn Technology
Center. Once complete, the
facility will serve as a hub
for technology and skilled
trades education.

“We’re excited to partner
with IAI and COPESD to
offer new training opportu-
nities for local employees
and students,” said NCMC
Vice President of Affairs
Stephen Strom. “This part-
nership allows us to provide
hands-on, industry-relevant
education in Computer-Aid-
ed Design, Computer-Aided
Manufacturing, and CNC
programming, all vital
skills in today’s manufac-
turing world.”

CNC Training Course
Launching February 11

In response to increasing
demand for skilled work-
ers, NCMC’s Corporate
and Community Education
(CCE) division will launch
a 12-week CNC, CAD, and
CAM training course at [AI
on February 11. Classes
will meet on Tuesdays from
9 a.m.—12 p.m., and the
$1,200 program is designed
to equip participants with
essential design-to-produc-
tion skills, helping local
businesses meet workforce
needs.

“This partnership offers
incredible opportunities for

il

Part of North Central Michigan College’s $22 million CATEE project, the new state-of-the-art
Martin Jahn Technology Center will support technology and trades education, providing
students with cutting-edge tools and spaces to prepare for high-demand careers.

individuals to gain prac-
tical, high-demand skills
right in their own commu-
nity,” said IAI Executive
Director Tamara Ward.

For more information
or to register for the CNC
training course, visit https://
www.ncmclifelonglearning.
com/event-6025832.

Expanding Opportunities
for Local Students

For the past three years,
NCMC and IAI have
introduced middle school
students to machining
and skilled trades through
career exploration camps,
with great success. With
the CNC equipment now
housed at IAI, these efforts
are expanding to include:

* Enhanced Middle
School Camps: Hands-on
opportunities to engage
more students in machining
and manufacturing

* High School Programs:
Multi-week sessions of-
fering deeper, specialized
training for students inter-
ested in machining careers

» Academy Integration:
Adding CNC training to
welding and construction
academies

* Year-Round Pro-
gramming: Developing a
comprehensive schedule
to serve students in the
Cheboygan, Otsego, and Pr-
esque Isle school districts

“With these expanded
programs, we aim to inspire
the next generation of
skilled workers while align-
ing education with work-
force needs,” said MiSTEM
Region 12 Director Laura
Percival.

COPESD Superinten-
dent Jamie Huber is equally
excited about the program’s
potential.

“This is a great example
of how strong community

North Gentral Michigan Gollege’s CNC equipment is relocat-
ed from its Technology Building to the Industrial Arts Insti-
tute in Onaway as part of a partnership to expand training
opportunities during the construction of the college’s new
Martin Jahn Technology Genter, set to open in Fall 2026.

partnerships can create real
opportunities for students
and businesses,” Huber
said. “Together, we are pre-
paring more local students
for careers in the skilled
trades, which is more im-
portant than ever.”

Future Plans for CNC
Programming

CNC training will con-
tinue through Winter 2025
and into Summer 2026,
both at IAT and in NCMC’s
Mobile Fab Lab on the
Petoskey campus, until
construction of the Martin
Jahn Technology Center is
complete.

“This collaboration with
IAI brings hands-on CNC,
CAD, and CAM training to
our region, helping individ-
uals gain the skills needed
for a successful future in
manufacturing,” said CNC
Instructor Jeff Montgomery.

A Vision for the Future
The Martin Jahn Tech-
nology Center is one piece
of the CATEE initiative,
which also includes the
expansion of NCMC'’s Jack
and Dorothy Harris Health

PET OF THE WEEK

KIRA

This pretty little lady is Kira! Kira came to us through a
large-scale commercial breeding rescue mission funded
and organized by Bissell Pet Foundation. She is very quiet
which we believe to be a trait of her breed, but loves to
make new friends. After observing Kira around other
dogs, our staff is fairly confident that she could do well in
a home with other dogs. Kira is very smart and appears
to be totally housebroken. She is spayed, up to date on
vaccinations, and ready to make her debut as your new
best friend!

Education and Science
Center. Together, these
cutting-edge facilities will
provide modern environ-
ments for students pursuing
careers in healthcare, tech-
nology, and skilled trades.
Both buildings are expected
to open for classes in Fall
2026.

For updates on the CA-
TEE project’s progress and
campus operations during
construction, visit https://
www.ncmich.edu/about-us/
our-campus/CATEE/.

About North Central Michigan
College:

North Central Michigan College is an
open-door community college based
in Petoskey with additional offerings
in Cheboygan, Gaylord, and online.
North Central’s mission is to provide
exceptional, accessible, relevant
higher education to the benefit

of all. An Achieving the Dream
Leader College with a designation

of Veteran Friendly Gold by the Mich-
igan Veterans Affairs Agency, North
Central is a member of the National
Junior College Athletic Association
and the Michigan Community
College Athletic Association. Learn
more at www.ncmich.edu.

CHARLEVOIX AREA
HUMANE SOCIETY

www.charlevoixhumane.org

ASK LAURA
YOUR DOSE OF POSITIVITY AND INSPIRATION

A Servant Spirit —
The Legacy of
Alfred Vanderbilt

Dear Readers, in a world
often driven by ambition
and self-interest, stories
of servant-hearted leader-
ship stand out like shining
beacons, inspiring us to live
with purpose and humility.
This week, let’s reflect on
the remarkable life of Alfred
Vanderbilt, whose servant
spirit left an indelible mark.

Born into the wealthy
and influential Vanderbilt
family, Alfred had every rea-
son to demand privilege and
authority. Yet, unlike his sib-
lings who sought managerial
positions right away, Alfred
chose a different path. He
humbly started his career
as a clerk, a position far be-
neath his status, but one that
allowed him to learn, grow,
and connect with people
on a personal level. This
humility and willingness to
serve didn’t go unnoticed.
Alfred’s father recognized
his servant’s heart, leaving
him a staggering $76 million
in his will—compared to $7
million left to each of his
siblings.

But Alfred’s servant spirit
didn’t stop there. During
World War I, he wasn’t
satisfied with simply pur-
chasing wagons for the Red
Cross—he intended to drive
them himself. He believed in
action, not just charity, and
his final moments aboard the
RMS Lusitania exemplify
his extraordinary character.

When the Lusitania was
torpedoed in May 1915,
Alfred’s actions spoke vol-
umes about his character. He
used his final moments not
to save himself, but to save
others. Newspapers later
recounted how Alfred tied
life jackets to baskets for
babies and even gave up his
own life jacket to a woman.

Laura Jasurda

His last act on earth was one
of sacrifice, a true testament
to his servant spirit.

Alfred Vanderbilt’s story
reminds us that leadership
isn’t about titles or posi-
tions—it’s about serving
others. Whether it’s humbly
learning from the ground up,
giving your time to those in
need, or putting others’ safe-
ty above your own, a servant
spirit leaves a legacy that far
outlasts wealth or power.

So, this week, I encour-
age you to ask yourself: how
can [ serve those around
me? In your workplace, in
your community, or even in
your family, there’s always
an opportunity to make a
difference. Alfred Vander-
bilt’s story shows us that
greatness comes from hu-
mility, service, and the cour-
age to put others first. Let’s
follow his example and lead
with a servant spirit.

Laura Jasurda is not just a writer

and columnist; she’s also a certified
John Maxwell Leadership Trainer and
Mentor, as well as a highly accom-
plished global business development
executive and entrepreneur. Her
passion lies in spreading positivity,
nurturing personal growth, and for-
tifying our community bonds. Laura’s
mission is to empower you to unlock
your full potential and lead your

best life, both individually and as an
integral part of your community.
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Says...

By Dave Ramsey

Safe and Easily Accessible

Dear Dave,

I stopped contributing
to my 401(k) temporarily
to help us build an emer-
gency fund a little faster.
Things are going slowly,
though, and I’'m getting
worried. My wife and I
are both 46, have no debt
except our home and we
have a combined house-
hold income of $100,000 a
year. We have $20,000 in
a single stock, and I was
wondering if we should
cash out that stock and use
the money for our emer-
gency fund.

—Doug

Dear Doug,

That’s exactly what I’d
do. I’d cash out that stock
as soon as possible, and
put the cash in a simple
money market account
with check writing privi-
leges and no penalties for
early withdrawals.

Basically, your emer-
gency fund is in stock right
now, and that’s a bad place
to keep it. You never know
when life will throw unex-
pected expenses your way,
or when the stock market
will go down. You always
want your emergency
fund to be safe and easily
accessible. Remember,
your emergency fund is
insurance—not an invest-
ment.

After that, make sure
you keep pushing forward
and jump back into Baby
Step 4. That means start
pouring money into your

401(k) again.
Great question, Doug!
— Dave
Dear Dave,

I’m trying to get out

of debt and start handling
my money better. Should
lower the amount I’'m
contributing to my 401 (k)
so I can pay off my car and
house faster?

—Austin

Dear Austin,

I can tell you’re excited
about the idea of getting
out of debt. And that’s a
good thing! But I don’t

want you to get ahead of
yourself when it comes
to gaining control of your
finances.

Here’s my Baby Steps
plan. The first thing you
should do is set aside a be-
ginner emergency fund of
$1,000. That’s Baby Step
1. Next comes Baby Step
2, which means paying off
all your debt, except for
your house. This would
include your car. During
this time, you should
temporarily stop any kind
of investing and retirement
contributions, so you can
attack your debt with a
vengeance.

Once your mortgage is
the only debt you have, it’s
on to Baby Step 3. This
means you start saving
money to grow your begin-
ner emergency fund into
a fully-funded emergency
fund of three to six months
of expenses. After that, it’s
on to Baby Step 4, which
is investing 15 percent of
your pre-tax income for
retirement. In your case,
that would mean re-start-
ing contributions to your
401(k).

The rest of the plan
goes like this. Baby Step 5
is putting money into your
kids’ college funds, if you
have kids. Baby Step 6
is focusing on paying off
the house early, and then
comes the real fun. Baby
Step 7 is where you build
wealth and give like crazy.

It may take a little time
in some cases, but there
are millions of people out
there who will tell you
this—following the Baby
Steps works!

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is an eight-time
national bestselling author, person-
al finance expert and host of The
Ramsey Show. He has appeared

on Good Morning America, (BS
This Morning, Today, Fox News,
CNN, Fox Business and many more.
Since 1992, Dave has helped people
take control of their money, build
wealth and enhance their lives.

He also serves as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions.
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“Serving Northern Michigan”
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Replacement Windows & Doors
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06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720
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The 2025 Challenge Mountain Board of Directors, from left to right: Dave Gracy (Vice President),
Karen Mann (President), Carole Melvin, Devin Wise, Joseph Schodde, Elizabeth Gertz (Executive Director),
Mike Eberhart, Ralph Dubey, Bill Aten (Secretary), Dave Coen, Skip Simms (Treasurer).

CHALLENGE MOUNTAIN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Honoring Outgoing Board
Members

As 2024 drew to a
close, Challenge Mountain
reflected on the remark-
able contributions of two
outgoing board members:
George Armstrong and Car-
en Peltier. Their leadership
and commitment have been
instrumental in advancing
Challenge Mountain’s
mission. While their official
board terms have ended,
their continued involvement
as volunteers and advocates
ensures their lasting impact.

* George Armstrong
George Armstrong has
been involved with Chal-
lenge Mountain and its mis-
sion since it was brought to
his attention by the Coali-
tion of Advocates for the
Impaired in 1983. He was
introduced to the founder of
Challenge Mountain, Darla

Evans, and was encouraged
to start SPIRIT Day Camp,
a summer program now in
its 41st year, that brings in-
dividuals with and without
disabilities together in a
summertime extravaganza
of leisure activities.

Since then, he has been
involved with Challenge
Mountain in a variety of
ways spanning over four
decades and has been part
of the Board of Directors
for many years. George
believes that Challenge
Mountain is “all about the
people;” a majority of the
significant relationships in
his life have been forged
from his 37 years of special
educational teaching at
Petoskey High School and
involvement in causes that
help make the world barrier
free for all. George has
chosen to volunteer his time
with Challenge Mountain
because he “believes in
and is inspired by the many
participants.”

e Caren Peltier

Challenge Mountain
welcomed Caren Peltier
to the Board of Directors
in January 2020. After 32
years in the corporate end
of the automotive industry,
and later as administrative
support for a private en-
trepreneur, Peltier moved
to Boyne City with her
husband, Tom, in 2018.

Throughout her term on
the board, Caren brought
a wealth of profession-
al business experience,
considerable organizational
skills, and passion as a
volunteer.

“When I heard how
Challenge Mountain came
to be, starting with Darla
Evans’ trip to Colorado
with her daughter Chrissy,
it is such a wonderful story
of [paying] it forward, I
was hooked,” she says.

“George and Caren
have been true champions
of Challenge Mountain’s

mission,” says Executive
Director Elizabeth Gertz.
“Their vision, energy
and dedication have helped
us reach new heights.
Though their board terms
have ended, their continued
involvement as volunteers
and advocates will keep the
momentum going.”

Looking Ahead
Challenge Mountain
is excited to embrace the
future with the support of
its new board members and
the ongoing involvement of
its outgoing leaders.
“Together, they will con-
tinue to create opportunities
that enrich lives through
adaptive recreation,” con-
cludes Mann.

For more information
about Challenge Mountain
and its Board of Directors,
visit challengemtn.org or
call 231-582-1186.

Father Son Weekend at Camp Daggett
to be held February 7-9, 2025

PETOSKEY — Camp
Daggett is excited to share
details about its highly
anticipated Father Son
Weekend, taking place Feb-
ruary 7-9, 2025. Designed
for boys ages 7-14 and their
fathers, uncles, grandfa-
thers, or other special men-
tors, this weekend offers a
unique opportunity to bond,
explore, and recharge in the
beautiful setting of Camp
Daggett.

“This weekend is so
much more than just an
event—it’s a chance to step
away from busy schedules
and spend meaningful time
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together,” says Kayla Ku-
zel, Experiential Director at
Camp Daggett. “Our goal
is to create an experience
where families can connect,
enjoy the outdoors, and
create memories they’ll
treasure forever.”

Participants will enjoy:

e Outdoor Adventures:
Explore Camp Daggett’s
stunning trails and activi-
ties.

e Adventure Education:
Participate in teambuilding
and high ropes courses.

e Quality Time: Strength-
en relationships through
shared experiences.

e Relaxation & Fun:
Recharge and connect in a
supportive and welcoming
environment.

Father Son Weekend is
a long-standing tradition
at Camp Daggett, with

spaces filling up every year.
Registration is now open,
and spots are limited. Don’t
miss this chance to create
lifelong memories!

Register today by visit-
ing campdaggett.org.

About Camp Daggett

Camp Daggett has been providing
exceptional outdoor education and
adventure experiences since 1925.
Located on the shores of Walloon
Lake, the camp offers year-round
programming that encourages
personal growth, leadership, and
connection to nature.

GROUNDHOG DAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It is believed the Ro-
mans, after conquering the
north country, brought the
Candlemas Day tradition
back to the Teutons, or
Germans. They picked it up
and concluded that if
the sun made an appear-
ance on Candlemas Day,
the hedgehog would cast a
shadow and that meant six
more weeks of bad weath-
er. This was referred to as
“second winter.”

Since the earliest
settlers in Pennsylvania
were German, the tradition
continued there. And since
groundhogs were prevalent
and reminded the Germans
of their native hedgehogs,
the groundhog became the
method for determining the
length of winter on Candle-
mas Day.

Here are some other fun
facts about the day and
about groundhogs:

* According to legend,
Punxsutawney Phil was
named after King Phillip.
Before being called Phil,
he was known as “Br’er
Groundhog.”

* Not to be a “Karen”

and spoil the fun, but the
truth is that The Nation-

al Climatic Data Center
compared U.S. national
temperatures from 1988

to 2012 to determine the
accuracy of Phil’s predic-
tions, and he’s only been
proven correct 39% of

the time — meaning you
have a better chance of
determining how many
weeks of winter are left by
flipping a coin!

* Over the years, Phil has
seen his shadow way more
frequently than not. From
1887 to now, Phil has seen

his shadow more than 100
times. He has not seen his
shadow less than 20 times.
(There were about 10 years
when Phil’s prognostica-
tion was not recorded.)

* The average groundhog is
20 inches long and normal-
ly weighs from 12 to 15
pounds. Punxsutawney Phil
weighs about 20 pounds
and is 22 inches long.

» Groundhogs are one of
the few animals that really
hibernate. Hibernation

is actually a deep coma,
where the body tempera-
ture drops to a few degrees
above freezing, the heart
barely beats, the blood
scarcely flows, and breath-
ing nearly stops.

* Punxsutawney is located
in western Pennsylvania,
about 80 miles northeast of
Pittsburgh.

* The name Punxsutawney
comes from the Delaware

Indian name that actually
means “town of the sand-
flies.”

* Punxsutawney Phil is the
official groundhog fore-
caster on February 2, but
many states or big cities
have their own, like New
York’s Pothole Pete, Gen-
eral Beau Lee of Atlanta,
GA, Sir Walter Wally of
Raleigh, NC, and Birming-
ham Bill from Birming-
ham, Alabama.

* The “Groundhog Day”
movie was not filmed

in Punxsutawney but

in Woodstock, Illinois
because of easier accessi-
bility. The actual Gobbler’s
Knob is a wooded hill with
a beautiful view; the Gob-
bler’s Knob in the movie
is in the town square but it
was built to scale.

— Compiled by Mike Dunn
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Peters Announces He Will Not Seek Reelection in 2026

WASHINGTON, DC —
U.S. Senator Gary Peters
(D-MI) released a statement
and video to announce he
will not seek reelection in
2026. Below are excerpts
from his statement.

“I have always believed
that American democracy
can only remain healthy
and vibrant when every cit-
izen takes an active role in
strengthening their commu-
nity. There are many ways
people can choose to serve
their community and all are
important. The how and
when we serve is different
for everyone and what we
do becomes part of a unique
individual life story having
many chapters.

“At this point in my life,
I have been able to write
many different chapters,
and I look forward to the
new ones with both antici-
pation and excitement.

“When I was first elected
to Congress in 2008, I
always knew there would
come a time to pass the
torch to the next generation
of public servants and allow
them the opportunity to
bring fresh energy and ideas
to our nation’s capital. Our
founding fathers envisioned
members of Congress as
citizens serving their coun-
try for a few terms and then
returning to private life. |
agree. After three terms in
the House and two terms in
the Senate, I believe now is
time for me to write a few
more paragraphs in my cur-
rent chapter and turn over
the reins. I will therefore
not seek reelection in 2026.

“I have two more years
remaining in my current
term and there is more work
to do. I intend to continue
my work on issues import-
ant to all Michiganders by
working to lower costs,
make sure everyone has the
opportunity to succeed, feel
safe in their community,
and protect core American
democratic values.

“My service in the Con-
gress has been the honor of
my life. It has been a hum-
bling responsibility given to
me by the voters of the state
I love. I will be forever
grateful for the opportunity
to serve, and I believe my
work has left our country a
better place.

“I am leaving Congress,
but I am not retiring. I look
forward to writing many
more chapters when my
term ends. I do not know
what those chapters will be,
but I expect one of them
will be me finding endless
twisting back roads where

U.S. Senator Gary Peters

I can experience the joy

of total freedom riding my
Harley Davidson motorcy-
cle on a warm sunny day.”

Senator Gary Peters has
been honored to represent
the State of Michigan in
the U.S. Senate since 2015.
He worked in the private
sector for 20 years as a
financial advisor. He began
his career in public service
as a Rochester Hills City
Councilman, and served
two terms as a Michigan
State Senator.

Peters volunteered for
the U.S. Navy Reserve at
age 34, where he earned
a Seabee Combat Warfare
Specialist designation and
rose to the rank of Lieu-
tenant Commander. After
the September 11th terrorist
attacks on our country,
he volunteered again for
drilling status and served
overseas as part of his Re-
serve duty.

He was first elected to
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives in 2008, and then
to the U.S. Senate in 2014.
Peters currently serves on
the Senate Appropriations
Committee, Senate Armed
Services Committee, and
the Senate Commerce,
Science, and Transportation
Committee, and has been
the top Democrat on the
Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs
Committee since 2019.

Over the remaining two
years of his term, Peters
will continue his legislative
efforts, but his 16 years in
the U.S. House and U.S.
Senate leave a clear legacy
of an elected official who
delivers real results for
the people of Michigan.
Below are some of Peters’
most significant legislative
accomplishments.

An Effective,
Bipartisan Leader
Even in an increasing-
ly polarized Congress,
Peters has been an effec-

tive legislator. Over the

10 years he’s served so

far in the Senate, Peters
was the author and prin-
cipal sponsor of more

bills signed into law than
any other member of the
House or Senate. These
bills helped strengthen our
national security, support
Michigan’s robust automo-
tive manufacturing sector,
ensure veterans can receive
the benefits they earned in
their service, protect our
Great Lakes and drinking
water, and more.

e Named the #1 most
effective Senator in both
the 116th and 117th Con-
gresses by the nonpartisan
Center for Effective Law-
making.

e 117th Congress (2012-
2022): Authored and was
the principal sponsor of

19 bipartisan bills signed
into law — the most enacted
into law by a U.S. Senator
during a single Congress in
over 40 years.

* 116th Congress (2019-
2020): Only Senator to
pass the most bills into law
as a member of the minori-
ty party, and under a Re-
publican President, since
the Center for Effective
Lawmaking began collect-
ing data over 50 years ago.
* Built on that record in
the 118th Congress (2023-
2024) as the author and
principal sponsor of 15
bipartisan standalone bills
that were signed into law —
the most of any member of
the House or Senate.

* Recognized as the 2nd
most bipartisan Senator —
and the #1 most bipartisan
Democrat — in 2023 by the
nonpartisan Lugar Center
and the McCourt School of
Public Policy at George-
town University.

Champion for Michigan’s
Auto Industry from 2008
Financial Crisis to Today
When the 2008 finan-
cial crisis rocked Michi-
gan’s automotive industry,
Peters was instrumental in
advocating for the rescue of
the Big Three automakers,
which saved more than 1
million automotive industry
jobs in Michigan and across
the country.
* Former House Financial
Services Committee Chair-
man Barney Frank (D-MA)
called Peters the “single
most effective person” in
advocating for Michigan’s
automotive industry.
* Despite being a fresh-
man Congressman, Peters
was also selected to serve
on the conference commit-

Rep. Fairbairn secures passage of bills to
protect tipped works, small businesses

Fixes to the tip credit
and paid sick time clear the
House with overwhelming
bipartisan support

State Rep. Parker Fair-
bairn on Thursday voted
in support of House Bills
4001 and 4002, the first
two bills of the legislative
term, which will restore the
tip credit and protect small
businesses from intrusive
paid sick time mandates.
The bills passed the House
with overwhelming biparti-
san support.

“It’s a great feeling to
be able to say that my first
real vote on the House floor
was in favor of something
as important as this,”
said Fairbairn, R-Harbor
Springs. “I decided to run
for office over five years
ago in a deer blind with my
dad. I knew then I could
make a difference and
really help our Northern
Michigan and U.P. com-
munities; that gut feeling

became a reality today.”

HB 4001 ensures the tip
credit is maintained at 38%
while allowing for reason-
able annual minimum wage
increases. Leaving the tip
credit at its current level
allows servers and other
tipped wage workers to
continue earning far beyond
minimum wage through
their tips.

House Bill 4002 allows
workers and small busi-
nesses to retain the paid
leave options that work for
them. The plan also clarifies
the looming rules, viewed
by many as a one-size-fits-
all mandate that is unreal-
istic and so confusing even
lawyers can’t understand.

Fairbairn recently
served on the House Select
Committee on Protecting
Michigan Employees and
Small Businesses, which
was formed with the sole
focus of addressing tipped-
wage and earned sick time

legislation. Last week, the
committee approved both
HB 4001 and 4002 with
near unanimous support.

“After the election,
there’s a large chunk of
time for those of us who
won our races but couldn’t
assume office until January,
and I’ll tell you I spent ev-
ery second I could meeting
with tipped workers and
small business owners,”
Fairbairn said. “The stories
I heard and input I received
from folks across North-
ern Michigan and the U.P.
were invaluable when it
came time to consider the
legislation we passed today.
This may sound corny, but
it’s the people back home
that have helped me be so
successful in these first few
weeks and we’re only just
getting started.”

Both bills now move
to the Senate for further
consideration.

tee that wrote and finalized
the sweeping Dodd-Frank
Wall Street and Consumer
Protection Act to hold Wall
Street accountable and
establish strong consumer
protections in the nation’s
financial sector.

* Authored and secured
provisions in the CHIPS
and Science Act to support
the domestic production of
semiconductor materials
and mature technologies

— after the COVID-19
pandemic caused shortages.
Michigan’s Hemlock Semi-
conductor recently finalized
an agreement of up to $325
million to build a new
manufacturing facility and
create jobs in Michigan to
expand production of hy-
per-pure polysilicon thanks
to Peters’ efforts.

Securing the Future of
Selfridge Air National
Guard Base

Peters served in the U.S.
Navy Reserve for 12 years,
rising to the rank of Lt.
Commander. During that
time, he drilled at Selfridge
Air National Guard Base
in Macomb County. As a
U.S. Senator, Peters has
worked tirelessly to secure
the future of Selfridge as
Michigan’s premier military
installation to maintain its
role in our nation’s defense
and as an economic driver
for the state.
* Led the Michigan
delegation to secure a full
squadron of next generation
KC-46A aircraft tankers,
which will operate at Self-
ridge for the next 50 years.
» Established and secured
funding for the Northern
Border Mission Center to
be located at Selfridge. The
Center, which the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
is already working to stand
up, will strengthen border
security and address evolv-
ing threats at the Northern
Border, including illicit
drug trafficking, human
smuggling, and the rise of
illegal drone use.

Protecting The Great
Lakes from an Oil Spill
and Addressing PFAS
Contamination
Throughout his career in
public service, Peters has
been a champion for pro-
tecting the Great Lakes and
Michigan’s drinking water
from threats like oil spills
and PFAS contamination.
Peters’ efforts have helped
protect our most precious
source of drinking water
and an economic engine for
our state from the devas-
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» Looking for Doctors', PA's & NP's dedicated to

tating consequences of
pollution.

e As a state senator, Peters
fought for a ban on drilling
the Great Lakes.

* Authored a provision
signed into law to create
the U.S. Coast Guard
National Center of Exper-
tise (NCOE) for the Great
Lakes, and secured $1.5
million to launch the center.
* Headquartered at Lake
Superior State University
in Sault Ste. Marie and the
Great Lakes Environmental
Research Laboratory in Ann
Arbor, the Great Lakes Na-
tional Center of Expertise
will examine the impacts
of oil spills in freshwater
environments and help
develop effective responses
that currently don’t exist.

Peters was also the first
U.S. Senator to raise aware-
ness of the PFAS contami-
nation crisis and to work to
address the effects of PFAS
exposure to human health
and the environment. PFAS
exposure has been linked
to increased risk of cancer,
damage to the immune
system, decreased fertility,
birth defects, liver disease,
and thyroid disease.

» Helped convene the
first-ever hearing on PFAS
contamination in the Senate
in September 2018.

* Led hearings and
oversight as Chairman of
the Homeland Security

and Governmental Affairs
Committee to examine
how servicemembers, their
families, and communities
across the country have
been harmed by exposure
to toxic PFAS substances
connected to military sites.
+ Passed legislation into
law to discontinue use of
fire-fighting foams contain-
ing PFAS at commercial
airports, direct funding to
help commercial airports
switch to PFAS-free fire-
fighting foams, and help
protect firefighters and
emergency responders from
PFAS exposure in the line
of duty.

Fighting for Veterans
Struggling with Invisible
Wounds of War

As a former Lt. Com-
mander in the U.S. Navy
Reserves and the son of a
World War II Army veteran,
Peters has always fought to
ensure America’s service-
members receive the bene-
fits and support they earned
through their service.

» Passed bipartisan Fair-
ness for Veterans legislation

as an amendment to annual
defense legislation to help
veterans regain access to
certain benefits they were
denied because they wrong-
fully received a less than
honorable discharge due to
post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) or Traumatic
Brain Injury (TBI) related
to their service.

e As of the fall of 2020,
more than 1,500 veterans
have had their discharges
upgraded and can access
key health care and edu-
cational benefits since his
legislation was enacted.

* Peters was honored as
the Legislator of the Year
by the Vietnam Veterans
of America in 2017 for his
work on this legislation,
and was recently award-
ed the Department of the
Navy’s Distinguished
Public Service Award — the
highest honor the Secretary
of the Navy can bestow on
a civilian.

Safeguarding Our
Nation from
Cybersecurity Threats

As Chairman of the
Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Committee, Peters led
significant efforts to protect
against cyber-attacks that
can threaten key services
or risk exposing people’s
personal information. Peters
wide-ranging cybersecuri-
ty legislation helps better
secure online information,
save consumers money and
prevent a major cyber-at-
tack from disrupting key
sectors that people depend
on every day, like energy,
transportation or communi-
cations.

* Authored and passed his
bipartisan Cyber Incident
Reporting Act into law to
require critical infrastruc-
ture owners and operators
to report to CISA within 72
hours if they are experienc-
ing a substantial cyber-at-
tack and within 24 hours
of making a ransomware
payment.

The required reporting
ensures that critical infra-
structure entities such as
banks, electric grids, water
networks, and transporta-
tion systems are working
with the federal government
to quickly restore services
and prevent further breach-
es.

The Washington Post
praised Peters’ leadership
on cybersecurity policy,
calling this “the most sig-
nificant cyber legislation in
history.”
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ADULT PROGRAMMING:

WINTER MUSIC SERIES:

NICK VEINE
Monday, February 3 « 6:30 pm
Community Room
Nick Veine grew up playing rock and blues before he
started singing, pivoting to acoustic music without losing
that electric flair.

CULTURAL CORRIDOR FILM SERIES:

WE ARE MARSHALL (2006, PG)
Tuesday, February 4 at the
Charlevoix Cinemal lll
Doors open at 5:30 pm - Movies start at 6:00 pm
CuCo presents a free film series at Charlevoix Cinema Ill!
Charlevoix Historical Society’s Pick is We Are Marshall
(2006, PG)

BIER’S & BOOKS CLUB:
I'M SO GLAD WE HAD THIS TIME TO-

GETHER BY MAURICE VELLEKOOP.
Wednesday, February 5 - 6:00 pm
Bier’s Inwood Brewery
7959 Ferry Road, Charlevoix
Please register

A gorgeous, moving, funny graphic novel about coming
out to a loving yet conservative family. Ages 21+
- Limited Attendance: Please Register online or call
(231)237-7340
- Cost: The discussion is free but the beverages are not

YOGA FOR HEALTH: YOGA,
MEDITATION, & BREATHING PRACTICES

Online
Wednesdays: February 5 to March 26
5:30 pm - Registration Required
Join Heidi Grace of Charlevoix Yoga from the comfort
of your own home to explore ways to improve balance,
reduce stress, and build strength. Classes are 60 minutes
and all levels are welcome.

GREAT DECISIONS SERIES: AMERICAN

FOREIGN POLICY AT A CROSSROADS
Facilitated by Dr. William Wadland, MD
Thursday, February 6 - 1:00 pm
Community Room - Registration Required
Great Decisions programs are prepared by the Foreign
Policy Association. Books for this series will be provided
to those who register, with the expectation that those

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY LIBRARY

February Calendar Events

attending will have read each briefing before the
presentation. This chapter will explore the contours of
the U.S. foreign policy debate in a world of multiple and
escalating crises and polarization.

JIGSAW PUZZLE CONTEST
Tuesday, February 11+ 5:30 pm
Registration Required
Community Room

Teams of two to four people will compete to finish a
500-piece puzzle. The clock will start at 5:30pm and
teams will have two hours to finish. Call to register your
team.

BOOKTALKERS:
MINISTRY OF TIME

BY KALIANE BRADLEY
Monday, February 17 - 6:00 pm
Armstrong Conference Room
Registration Required
A time travel romance, a spy thriller, a workplace comedy,
and an ingenious exploration of the nature of power and
the potential for love to change it all.

CULTURAL CORRIDOR FILM SERIES:

LION (2016, PG-13)
Tuesday, February 18
at the Charlevoix Cinema Il
Doors open at 5:30 pm
Movies start at 6:00 pm
CuCo presents a free film series at Charlevoix Cinema Ill!
Charlevoix Public Library’s Pick:
Lion (2016, PG-13)

CHARLEVOIX FILM CLUB

AT THE LIBRARY
Thursday, February 20 - 5:00 pm: Chocolat (2000)
Community Room B
Are you a film enthusiast? The Charlevoix Film Club will
meet at the library on the 3rd Thursday of the month at
5pm in Community Room B. They will screen a movie
at 5pm and have a lively discussion afterwards! All are
welcome.

CRAFTERNOON FOR ADULTS:

DROP SPINDLE CLASS
Saturday, February 22 - 1:00 pm
Registration Required
Join Christina Abramowski to learn how to spin wool with
adrop spindle kit.

Take home your own starter kit!

DYSLEXIA 101 WITH EDUCATIONAL

THERAPIST, KATE COHEN
Tuesday February 25 - 6:00 pm
Community Room
Educational Therapist, Kate Cohen, will be teaching us
what dyslexia is and what it isn't, who it affects and how,
what the latest brain research tells us, and best practices
for intervention.

TRIVIANIGHT WITH THE CHARLEVOIX

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Thursday, February 27 - 6:00 pm
Community Room
Bring your team of up to eight players. Win prizes,
bragging rights, and enjoy a fun night of camaraderie
and competition.

YOUTH PROGRAMMING:

LEGOS @ THE LIBRARY
Tuesday, February 4 - 4:00 — 5:00 pm
Ages 6 and up - Youth Activity Center
Get creative in the Youth Activity Center with other Lego
fans! Legos and Duplos will be provided. Recommended
forages 6 and up.

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS FOR TEENS
Thursdays, February 6 & 20 « 4:00 pm
For teens ages 13-17 - Youth Activity Center

Whether you have been playing for years or you are
brand new to the game, the library is the perfect place
to play Dungeons and Dragons with other fans! Join us
in the Youth Activity Center biweekly for an adventure
run by Ms. Olivia. There will be yummy snacks and plenty
of chances for imaginative storytelling. We will provide
character sheets, handbooks, and dice to get everyone
started. For teens ages 13-17.

MT. MCSAUBA CANDLELIT STORY WALK

Friday, February 7 - 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Mt McSauba

Join the library and the Charlevoix Recreation Depart-
ment for a magical evening of snowshoeing, skiing, or
hiking on candlelit trails as you enjoy a wintery family
story walk. Set your own pace and enjoy a peaceful fire,
craft, and hot cocoa at the end of your hike.

GLCO: LITTLE WAVES

Saturday, February 8 - 1:00 pm
Youth Activity Center

Dive into the enchanting world of music with Little
Waves, a children’s program presented by the Great Lakes
Chamber Orchestra. This innovative initiative invites
young explorers to discover the wonders of musicin a
relaxed setting.

TEEN VALENTINE’S PARTY
Wednesday, February 12 < 4:00 pm
For teens ages 13-17
Teen Lounge
Stop by the teen lounge for snacks, crafts, and fun with
other teens. For teens only ages 13-17.
No registration required.

CRAFTERNOON FOR KIDS:

RECYCLED CRAYONS
Tuesday, February 18
4:00 - 5:00 pm
Community Room
Out with the old, in with the... recycled! Join us in our
Community Room on Tuesday, February 18 at 4pm to
create colorful recycled crayons! Recommended for ages
5and up. No registration is required. While supplies last.

LIBRARY PLAYGROUP
Wednesday, February 19
10:30 am - 12:00 pm - Birth - 5 years
Youth Activity Center
Parents and caregivers and their children are invited to
gather in the Youth Activity Center for casual, free-form
play for kids ages birth to five years old. Books, toys,
music, sensory activities, and crafts will be available for
families to explore while they connect with each other.
This is a drop-in program, no registration is required.

STORY TIME
Thursdays: 10:30 - 11:00 am
Birth to 6 years
Youth Activity Center

Join us on Thursdays for Storytime at the library! Gather
with new friends as we read interactive stories, sing,
dance, and have tons of fun! Recommended for ages 0-6.
We will additionally host special Saturday Sto